*^^^^**0  archives 

Tenn060e6 

9Di  <<UN2  6  2U3 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Lottie  offering  sets  record. 


IHED  Since  1877 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptists  set  another  record  in  ^ving  to  the 
2002  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offe^g  for 
International  Missions,  the  Intemam>nal 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  announced  June  5. 

Southern  Baptist  churches  gave 
$115X)15,216  to  foe  offerii^  an  increase  of 
$1.3  million  (1.15%)  over  2(®1.  However,  foe 
offering  fell  short  of  ffie  $125  million  goal, 
complicating  a  financial  situation  already 
stressed  by  declining  investment  income 
and  a  rapi(  '  ‘ 


As  a  result,  IMB  will  be  forced  to  move 
cfoead  with  plans  to  restrict  foe  number  of 
new  missionaries  appointed. 


new  missionaries  appointed. 

"We  are  grateful  foat  Souffiem  Baptists 
have  a  heart  for  missions  and  ccmtinue  to 

g've  so  faiffifully  and  generously  to  foe 
ooperative  Program  and  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering,"  1MB  President  Jerry 
Rankin  said.  "Sou^m  Baptists  ccmtinue  to 
set  new  records  for  giving  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering,  as  well  as  through 
Cooperative  Program  Missions,  which  is  foe 
foimdation  of  cooperative  support  for  our 
convention  to  fulfill  foe  Great  Qmunission. 

"  Because  iiLkh&amazing  growth  in  mis¬ 
sionary  personnel  and  unprKedented  new 
opportunities  all  over  foe  world,  however, 
all  of  foe  $125  million  goal  was  included  in 
foe  operating  budget.  As  a  result,  we  are 
having  to  restrict  foe  approval  of  available 
missiona^  candidates  for  foe  first  time 
since  foe  Depression  years  of  foe  1930s." 

In  each  of  the  past  two  years,  the 
International  Mission  Board  has  sent  out 

more  than  1,000  new  missionaries  —  a  income  from  foe  Cooperative  Program  and  dates  on  hold,  said  Lloyd  Atldnson,  IMB 
sharp  upturn  in  an  already  extraordinary  Lottie  Moon  offering  increased  l.o%.  vice  president  for  missionary  personnel, 

growth  curve  for  foe  entity,  Rankin  said.  Every  dollar  given  to  the  offering  is  "About  100  candidates  who  hoped  to 

"It  took  14  years  for  foe  IMB  to  grow  used  exclusively  for  missionaries  and  their  begin  tt>eir  missicmary  careers  this  year  have 
from  3,000  to  4,000  missionaries  under  ministries.  None  of  it  is  spent  on  stateside  bew  deferred  to  next  year  or  put  on  hold," 
appointment,  but  only  seven  years  to  grow  administration  or  promotion.  The  offering  Atkinson  said.  "That  is  a  tremendous  disap- 
from  4,000  to  5,000,"  he  said,  '^e  past  two  is  named  after  the  venerable  19fo-century  pointment  to  foem  personally,  as  well  as  to 
years  have  takoi  foe  board  halfway  to  missicmary  who  gave  her  life  taking  foe  missionaries  on  foe  field  who  hoped  tt>ese 
another  thousand  wifo  5,M5  fully  sup^rt-  Gospel  to  foe  people  of  China.  urgent  strategic  needs  would  be  filled." 


AHEAD  IN  THE  RACE  —  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  often  find  themselves  play¬ 
ing  catch-up  with  al ready-estaWtsh<idr»l i gions  where  they  serve.  In  this  photograpn, 
a  Muslim  teacher  hofds  forth  in  one  of  the  Arab  world's  al-Azhar  Mosoue  schools. 
Thousands  of  aspiring  Muslim  imams,  teachers,  and  missionaries  come  from  Sudan, 
Afghanistan,  Turkey,  and  many  other  countries  agttend  the  schools  to  study  Islamic 
law,  theology,  and  evangelism.  (BP  photo  by  Roy  M.  Burroughs) 


The  power  of  fatherhood 

Is  fother  was  a  drunk,  a  mean  In  a  twisted  way,  Adolf  j  lU 

drunk.  When  dte  young  boy  Hitler  and  Joseph  Stalin  2^  | 
thought  he  was  old  enough  and  bij 


poster  childrm  for  the 
mduputable  importance  of 
betwnn  his  parents  during  one  of  his  fa&ier's  fathers  in  die  lives  of  their 
alcoholic  rages.  He  wasn't  old  enough  or  big  children.  Obviously,  most 
enough,  ama  his  hither  beat  him  into  a  coma,  children  with  violent 
Many  more  beatings  would  h^ow.  fadiers  don't  grow  up  to 

The  father  eventually  died  fmn  his  excess-  slaughter  tens  of  millions 
es,  but  not  before  his  son  learned  to  internal-  of  innocent  people,  but  we 
ize  his  own  rage  and  blot  out  any  feelings  he  know  from  expOTence  fliat 
had  for  anyone.  He  foiled  at  school  and  virtu-  it  only  takes  one  or  two 
alty  everythmg  he  tried  to  do  for  a  living,  such  people  to  set  an  entire 
until  he  came  upon  foe  ideal  path  to  power,  generation  aflame. 

■  prestige,  and  vindication  for  his  early  It  would  be  much  easier 

ufe  m  hefolessness  and  humiliation  to  write  a  sentimental  col- 
before  hisrafoer.  "Close  your  eyes  to  umn  on  foe  occasion  of 
pity!  Act  brutally!"  he  exhorted  his  fol-  Fafoers  Day,  recalling  and 
lowers,  and  they  obeyed.  commending  foe  fad^rs  of 

History  records  his  name  as  yeste^ear  who  served  dieir 
Adolf  Hider.  nunilies  and  sacrificed  for 

Another  litde  boy,  not  so  far  them  in  ways  modem  gen- 

away,  learned  to  dread  the  erations  of  detached,  mate- 

unsteady  sound  of  his  father's  boots  rialistic  Americans  can 

on  the  steps  of  their  ramshackle  hardly  believe.  Once  there 

home  because  he  knew  his  fadier  were  imcountable  numbers 

had  been  doing  what  he  did  nearly  of  such  men,  but  now  foe 

every  evening  —  searching  out  and  ranks  are  thin.  It  would  be 

l^liam  H.  consuming  afi  foe  alcohol  ne  could  much  easier  to  write  about 

p  1^  •  I  beg,  borrow,  or  steal.  He  knew  his  diem,  but  that  is  not  the 

r  cTKins  j  r.  fafoer  meant  to  beat  everyone  in  foe  state  of  fatherhood  today. 

Editor  family,  and  there  was  nowhere  to  Today  diere  are  too  many 


Editor's 

Notebook 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Perkins  )r. 


ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Tony  Martin 


EDITORIAL  ASSOCIATE 
Anne  Ranson 


LAYOUT/DESICN 
Lennie  N.  Young 


ADVERTISING 
Dana  Richardson 


Sources:  Encyclopaedia  Britannka,  World 
Book  Encyclopedia,  and  The  History  Channel. 


CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Brenda  Quattlebaum 


pie,  have  poor  fathers  in  common? 


State  of  Mississippi's 


pregnancy  tests  or  pre-op  nurs- 
mg  notes.  Findings  revealed 
that  a  clinic  failed  to  secure  and 
monitor  controlled  drugs. 

ill  the  tniunes  Right  to  Ufe  of  Jackson  has 

made  repeated  written  requests 

rrtion  clinics?  I  General  wd  the^Mississipm 

State  Department  of  Healui, 
Cartrette,  Exec.  Director  asking  diat  the  violations  be 

ckson  Right  to  Ufe  ^  ^ ^  ^ 

o  J  As  of  diis  writing,  no  penalties 

or  fines  have  been  assessed. 

who  was  not  present  at  the  time  I  am  not  saying  that  these 
of  consent  and  was  likely  not  women  should  be  denied  med- 
tions  at  clinia  from  which  so  even  in  die  state  of  Mississippi  at  ical  care.  I  am  saying  that  foe 

many  patients  (670  women)  the  time  of  the  "counseling"  number  of  injures  and  die  cost 

have  been  luispitalized  after  so-  which  was  performed  by  staff.  to  taxpayers  should  be  investi- 

At  this  same  clinic  we  have  gated.  As  we  view  the  neglect 
watched  as  eight  to  ten  women  of  standard  medical  proceoures 

. :  for  required  at  abortion  clinics,  it  is  not  sur- 

r  diey  have  all  prising  to  learn  that  injuries 

teal  physician  occur  and  that  these  usuries  are 
leaves  after  five  costly  to  women  and  to  foe 
isses  for  "coun-  State  of  Mississippi, 
jihyskian,  eigfit  The  State  is  die  institution 
to  ten  wmnen  —  and  is  certainly  empowered  by  its  citizens  to  act. 
a  ffoysidan  a  violaticHi  of  the  intent  of  die  I  hope  diat  elected  offidab  will 
die  women  informed  consent  law.  soon  look  at  Medicaid  expendi- 

1  cK&r  viola-  Aclinic  was  dted  when  12  of  hires  to  treat  women  ii^ured  by 
i  law.  They  14  employees  were  without  abortion  and  take  the  actkms 
:^iy  of  a  doc-  current  To  skin  tests  on  file,  necessa^  to  deal  wifo  this  fiscal 
e  dxirtionist  Patient  records  failed  to  contain  and  healfo  safety  issue. 


BOOKKEEPER 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 


1.  budget  and  the  eimected 
$91  million  Medicaid  dendt  for 
the  next  fiscal  year  is  a  hot  topic 
among  state  officials.  I  don't 
have  apian  for  dealing  wifo  the 
entire  ^1  million,  but  1  do  have 
a  suggestion  for  dealing  wifo 
approximately  two  million  dol- 
1^  of  Medicaid  spending:  find 
out  why  so  many  women  are 
injured  at  tiie  state's  two  abor- 
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tion  clinics  in  Jackson. 

In  the  five  and  a  half  years  for  tions?  This  situation  cries  out 
whidi  we  have  data  (it's  difficult  for  an  investigation  into  cqndi- 
to  get  tile  inftxmation  from  the  ‘ 

Department  of  hfedkaid),  $1.9 
miOkxi  was  billed  to  Medk^  to 

treat  wcxnen  injured  by  abortion,  called  "safe,  le^"  abortiems. 

This  number  may  increase  Bofo  Jackson  abortion  dir 
anotiier  mUlion  doll^  or  more  have  Mississippi  St 
vifoen  data  for  tiie  remainder  of  Department  of  Healfo  doi 
19%,  1999,  2000,  and  2001  are  mented  violations  of  Misdss^i  gathered,  a 
received.  Thme  dollars  do  not  laws  tiiat  were  designed  to  pro-  arrives  and  ti 
indude  complications  treated  tect  women,  but  neittier  clink  has  minutes.  Thii 
and  funded  by  private  paytxs.  been  fined  for  these  vk^tions.  selmg"  —  o 

Why  are  so  many  women  One  clink  had  numerous  dta- 
injurea?  Unlike  most  surgical  tions  for  not  ha' 
procedures  tiiat  are  performed  present  to  coui 
on  patients  who  are  ill  and  hav-  before  abortion 
ing  problems,  abortions  are  per-  tion  of  Missise 
formed  upon  young,  healthy  were  using  a  ifoi 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 
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VJhy  all  the  injuries 
at  abortion  clinics? 

By  Pat  Cartrette,  Exec.  Director 
jackson  Right  to  Ufe 
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GLAD  TO  BE  HOME  —  More  than  5,000  sailors  step  off  the  deck  of  the  USS  Harry  S.  Truman  as  they  reunite  with  family  and  loved  ones 
after  the  aircraft  carrier's  six-month  deployment  to  the  east  Mediterranean  as  part  of  Operation  Iraqi  Feeciom.  (BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 

Families  reunite  after  long  war  separation 


Second 
Front  Page 


NUKHJLk,  Va.  (or)  —  ihe  men  and  women  ot  me  Ubb  rener.  He  also  ottered  a  wammg: 
skies  were  dreary  gray  and  the  Truman  stood  in  their  dress  "One  of  the  things  tire  spouse  _ 

pelting  rain  came  down  like  whites  at  the  rails  of  the  great  needs  to  be  carefm  to  avoid  is  to 
waterndls  but  for  the  family  ship,  reacfy  to  reunite  with  their  develop  the  attitude  that  'he's 

and  friends  of  sailors  stationed  fatimies.  More  than  a  hundred  been  off  playing  war,  now  it's  ^ 

on  the  USS  Harry  S.  Truman,  it  new  dads  waited  to  meet  their  his  turn  to  handle  the  house.'" 
was  tire  sunniest  and  happiest  babies  for  the  first  time.  "It's  only  by  the  grace  of  God 

day  they'd  seen  in  a  while.  While  the  reunion  of  home-  that  we  get  through  any  of 

There  on  Pier  14  at  die  Norfolk  coming  can  bring  enormous  joy  ttiis,"  said  Laurie,  who  along 
Naval  Station,  Laurie  Hawks  to  miuta^  families,  exerts  with  her  husband,  is  a  member 

stood  with  her  two  little  girls,  caution  that  the  shift  from  of  Pleasant  Grove  Church  in  on  board  during  their  time  in 
Kad«erine,age5,andMary,agel,  deployment  back  to  family  can  Chesapeake,  Va.  "For  months  the  east  Mediterranean, 
with  12/XX)  od>ff  people,  strain-  be  difncult  on  both  the  family  I've  prayed  for  the  tr<insition,  "There  are  many  Christians 
ingtoseethefirst^iii4>sesofthe  member  coming  home  and  the  that's  the  hardest  part — just  for  who  faithfully  wimess  with 
enormous  aircraft  carrier  come  family  who  remained  behind.  God  to  give  us  the  grace  to  take  their  words  and  their  actions 
into  view.  Ifer  husband  Gene,  a  Greg  DeMarco,  associate  it  slow  and  not  get  mustrated  so  with  non-believers  and  back- 
supply  officer  tor  toe  Truman,  pastor  of  pastoral  care  and  quickly  with  one  anoffier."  ’  slidden  Christians  around 
was  one  5,(KX)  men  and  family  life  at  London  Bridge  Truman  Command  chaplain  them,"  Dunn  said.  "God  never 
women  returning  frcan  the  sh4>'s  Church  in  Virginia  Beach,  vk.,  Doyle  Durm,  who  is  endorsed  lets  His  Word  return  void,  so 
six-month  deployment  to  die  east  has  counseled  hundreds  of  by  the  North  American  we  believe  each  opportunity 
Mediterranean  arvd  the  war  with  military  couples  and  says  the  Mission  Board,  said  now  more  makes  an  impact.  We  accept  the 
Iraa  The  day  Laurie  for  which  best  way  to  handle  homecom-  than  ever  Christians  should  kct  that  with  the  frequent  rota- 
had  bear  praying —  hcnnecom-  ing  is  by  taking  it  slow.  pray  for  the  military.  non  of  personnel  in  the  military 

ing — had  finally  arrivecL  ^'You  need  to  take  it  slow  and  ''Pray  for  the  family  relaticm-  environment,  we  won't  always 

After  traveling  more  than  let  the  military  member  talk  sh4>s  tmt  have  been  strained  by  see  the  long-term  results  and 
41,000  miles,  flying  more  than  about  what  m^'ve  experi-  ffie  time  apart  and  that  there  may  only  know  the  true  impact 
1,280  combat  sorties  and  strik-  eiKed,"  he  said.  It's  important  would  be  healing  at  every  leveL"  when  we  get  to  heaven." 
ing  more  than  588  targets,  flie  for  the  spouse  to  be  a  good  lis-  Dunn  said.  "Also,  pray  that  diore  Soaking  wet,  but  extremely 

who  made  ccxnimtments  to  God  happy,  the  Hawks  walk  off  Pier 
while  we  were  at  sea  would  fbl-  14  arm  in  arm  and  smiling  ear 
low  duou^  and  continue  to  to  ear.  Gene  wUl  oiUy  have  four 
walk  with  Qirist  in  ftuth."  days  of  leave  before  returning 

Durm  had  to  nis  normal  port  duties, 

participating  in  the  first  oap-  "My  Stmday  School  teacher 
tism  on  board  the  Truman  said  it  best  die  odier  day,"  said 
said  there  were  Laurie.  "No  matter  what  you're 

conversions  while  at  He  going  duou^,  iPs  wonderful  to 
admitted  to  l^w  that  God  has  allowed  it, 

quantify  how  an  wouldn't  allow  we 

impact  that  Christians  made  couldn't  handle  it  by  His  grace." 
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TheMaiissippi  Baptist  Convoitkm  Board  is  invited  to  a  called  meeting 
in  Jackson  ta  consider  a  request  from  Baptist-affiliated  WUliam  Carey 
CoHoge  in  Hattiesbuig  for  a  $7.9  million  refinandi^  of  its  debts. 


KOasisB^jpian  Jeny  Qower  agrees  to  host  a  tdevisian  veisian  of  the  popu¬ 
lar  Country  Crossroads  radio  program  for  the  American  Christian  Tdeli^on 
System  (ACTS).  The  program  win  be  filmed  at  Six  Flags  over  Texas. 


Earl  Kdley,  graduate  of  Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton 
and  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  accepts  the  pastorate  of  First 
Churdt,  Holly  Springs,  after  seven  years  as  pastor  in  Greensbiug,  Ind. 
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Selling  Daddy 


WMLZ  seeking 
info  on  NAC 
attendance 

The  Mississippi  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  is 
attempting  to  compile  an  accu¬ 
rate  list  of  churches  planning  to 
serxl  Acteens  to  the  National 
Acteens  Convention  on  July  21- 
25  in  Nashville. 

WMU  consultant  Robin 
Keels  has  requested  that  any 
NAC  participants  from 
Mississippi  Bai^ist  churches 
who  will  not  be  traveling  with 
the  WMU  tour  group  contact 
Nancy  Mason,  WMU  ministry 
assistant,  before  July  1  at  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
331 6  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651,  ext  316.  E- 
mail:  nmasondmbcb.org. 


With  Father's  Day  just 
around  the  comer,  an  event 
that  happened  back  in  March 
tn^ei^  some  droughts  about 
"IS&dies."  They  were  some¬ 
what  negative  thoughts,  but 
maylre  we  can  pull  something 
positive  out  of  them.  I  had 
remembered  about  a  lady  who 
went  on-line  and  posted  her 
father  for  sale  on  E-ray.  Now,  if 
you  are  not  familiar  witt\  E-^y 

it  is  a  world-wide,  computer 
connected  auction  block  and 
folks  sell  any  and  everydiing 
you  can  imagine!  But,  Bus  was 
die  first  time  a  fadier  was  put 
out  on  the  auction  block. 

According  to  the  lady  who 
was  trying  to  sell  her  dad,  he 
was  in  gpod  shape,  nice-look¬ 
ing,  but  she  was  simply  tired  of 
putting  im  widi  him,  so  she  put 
nim  up  for  sale.  9ie  was 
ing  that  some  nice  lady,  who 
could  afford  him,  would  come 
alon^  make  the  right  bid,  and 
take  nim  off  her  hands.  During 
die  first  week,  widi  a  worlo- 
wide  audience,  only  (xie  bid 
had  been  received  and  they 
were  not  revealiiw  how  much 
money  was  ofimd.  Obviously, 
dads  are  not  in  great  demand; 
or,  at  least,  diis  one  did  not 
seem  to  be! 

When  I  first  read  about  this, 
the  immediate  question  that 
came  to  my  mind  was,  which 
one  of  nw  daughters  had  put 
me  on  E-Bayr  My  parental 
paranoia  immediately  kicked 
m  and  I  began  to  diink  of  all  die 
things  diat  I  could  have  done 
and  should  have  done  for  and 
with  my  and  didn't.  I 
thou^t  of  all  die  thii^  diat 
would  have  been  better  unsaid 
and  undone,  and  I  wondered  if 
they  would  really  go  to  die 
trouble  of  putting  me  on  die 
auction  block  Just  to  get  rid  of 
me.  I  wanted  to  call  one,  or 
both  of  diem,  and  ask  if  diey 
were  the  ones  who  were 
responsible  for  trying  to  sell 
thev  "daddy."  I  aid  not  call, 
because,  on  rurdier  reflection,  I 
did  not  want  to  encourage 


‘Directi^ms 

Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


them  if  diey  had  not  done  it.  mined  imtil  some  time  after  he 
So,  I  just  kind  of  sat  and  stewed  has  gone.  Now,  I  recognize  that 
in  die  atmosphere  of  not  know-  there  is  an  immediate  value 
ing.  that  can  be  placed  on  an  expen- 

lA^t  is  a  dad  worth  any-  ence,  an  act  of  love,  or  a  ^d- 
way?  I  guess  it  would  be  hanl  ing  word;  but,  usually  bnore 
to  determine  and  I  suppose  dad's  value  takes  root,  it  has  to 
diat,  like  anydiing  else  (horses,  play  out  over  the  long  haul  in 
dogs,  cars,  or  houses),  dWre  is  a  what  he  said,  what  he  cared 
vast  range  of  what  they  might  about,  and  what  he  sought  to 
be  wordi.  I  would  imagine  ^t  model  before  his  children, 
if  a  survey  were  taken,  or  if  So,  dad,  while  you  may  not 
someone  started  putting  be  worth  a  lot  to  folks  who  visit 
"moms"  on  E-Bay,  we  would  the  E-Bay  website,  let  me  tell 
discover  that  mothers  are  you  —  you  are  valuable!  You 
diought  to  be  wordi  a  great  are  valuable  in  die  sight  of 
deal  more  than  daddies.  But,  as  God!  You  are  valuable  to  your 
we  approach  Father's  Day,  I  family!  And,  you  are  worth  a 
just  wanted  to  go  on  record  to  bunch  to  a  lot  of  die  people  you 
say  to  dads  everywhere  out  crane  in  contact  with.  This  is  for 
dim,  "You  are  woim  a  bundi!"  you  to  reflect  on  more  than  it  is 
Even  though  daddies  do  not  tor  any  of  them,  so  diat  you  can 
do  the  actual  birthing,  and  give  attention  to  raising  your 
aldunigh  we  may  not  partid-  own  value.  Remember  that 
pate  in  as  much  of  the  nurtur-  What  you  aw  is  of  greater 
mg,  we  are  still  important  to  value  dm  what  you  do.  Men 
die  fiunily  unit,  to  die  wife  and  ‘are  so  aedpii-oriented  and 
diildren,  to  die  community,  accomplishnent-driven,  (hat 
and  to  the  Kingdom  of  God.  we  think  biKause  we  go  to' 
Please  understara  diat  diis  is  work,  or  put  togedier  a  bicycle, 
not  a  self-glorifying,  hom-toot-  'tfiat  we  are  of  value.  In  trudi, 
ii^  (^leration.  I  know  diat  if  I  just  who  you  are  is  of  greater 
were  put  on  die  auction  block,  I  value  dum  dvwe  diings  that 
would  come  in  somewhere  in  ]mu  do. 
die  bottom  25%;  but,  even  so.  There  waa  a  time  in  my  life 
somcbocW  has  to  fill  diat  spot!  when  I  could  bench-press  a 
Now,  how  do  you  go  alxiut  bunch  of  wei^t,  run  a  five- 
measuring  what  a  dad  is  minute  mile,  and  was  able  to 
wordi?  If  you  want  to  find  out  palm  a  basketball  —  none  of 
die  value  of  a  car  you  can  get  which  I  can  do  now!  But,  does 
out  die  old  Blue  Book.  If  you  diat  make  me  of  lesser  value  to 
want  to  find  out  how  mudi  a  my  children  and  grandchil- 
TV  is  wordi,  check  out  there  di«i?  I  certainly  hope  not.  If  we 
under  Market  Place  for  values,  could  realize,  as  we  are  driven 
But,  a  dad  —  his  value  is  hard  to  excel  in  our  work  and  frel 
to  determine.  One  of  die  prob-  compelled  to  put  in  a  26-hour 
lems  in  trying  to  set  a  price-tag  day,  diat  just  what  we  are  (if  we 
on  him  is  the  fact  diat  his  reu  are  what  the  Lord  wants  us  to 
worth  to  a  child  or  the  entire  be),  is  of  much  greater  value 
family  usuaUy  can't  be  deter-  dm  what  we  do. 


The  BAPnsr  Racon> — 


All  of  my  life  I  went  to 
church  and  listened  to  die  same 
preacher.  My  pastor  was  my 
dad.  I  heard  most  all  of  his  ser- 
mrais  and  I  can  remember  a  lot 
of  the  diings  he  said.  Yet,  the 
most  vivicL  treasiued  memo¬ 
ries  I  have  of  him  are  just  being 
with  him  at  a  special  time  or 
place  when  maybe  nothing  was 
oeing  said.  He  was  iust  raing 
who  ne  was  —  my  oad,  and  1 
was  being  his  boy. 

Anodier  important  thing  to 
remember  as  you  evaluate  your 
wordi,  is  diat  what  you  do  is 
more  valuable  dum  what  you 
say.  I  have  known  of  dads  who 
could  quickly  give  instructions, 
bark  orders  to  the  kids,  and  be 
demanding  of  their  wives.  I  also 
know  diat  love  is  a  fiu*  better 
commodity  when  it  is  an  "affir¬ 
mation"  dian  when  it  is  just  an 
"exclamation!"  Oiv  to  state  it  in  a 
diflerent  and  dearer  way,  love  is 
best  understood  wlm  it  is 
"seen"  and  not  just  "heard." 

I  was  visiting  a  lady  in  a  hos¬ 
pital  one  day  when  a  tap  came 
at  her  door.  I  walked  over, 
q;>ened  die  door,  and  it  was  die 
hudiand  of  die  lady  diat  I  was 
visiting.  The  man,  whom  I 
laww,  walked  right  past  me 
widiout  even  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment.  He  walked  strai^t  over 
to  his  nvife,  leaned  over  die  bed, 
and  gave  her  a  b^  kiss.  Then, 
he  turned  and  said,  "How  are 
you  preacher?"  I  answered, 
^'m  fine,  but  I  diought  you 
didn't  even  see  me."  He 
replied,  'T  saw  you,  but  I  want¬ 
ed  to  speak  to  my  sweedieart 
first!"  Inis  precious  cowle  had 
been  maiTHNl  almost  7u  years 
when  that  took  place  and  I 
thought,  "Love  is  more  what 
aodianjt 


you( 


in  just  udiat  you  say." 
A  final  tnought  for  you  to 
put  in  your  memory  bank  and 
raise  your  value  is  to  remember 
that  what  you  say  is  of  greater 
significance  than  your  wence. 
Letting  the  folks  around  you 
know  that  you  do  love  diem  is 
not  rally  good  —  it  is  essential! 
I  have  literally  met  hundreds  of 
men  who  lived  dieir  lives  with 
a  hole  in  dieir  heart  diat  could 
have  been  filled  by  their  father 
if  he  had  simply  taken  the  time 
to  say,  "I  love  you"  —  but  he 
didn^t.  There  are  men,  women, 
and  children  who  press  on  in 
life,  but  they  do  so  widi  a  long¬ 
ing  and  yearning  to  hear  me 
man  they  admire  simply  tell 
them  that  he  loves  diem. 

For  some  of  you,  it  would  be 
one  of  the  hardest  things  you 
ever  did.  But,  at  die  same  time,  it 
could  be  raie  of  the  most  reward¬ 
ing  mranents  in  your  life — to  let 
the  significant  people  around 
you  nmr  you  carm^  say,  "I 
love  ycm!"‘You  nuw  nave  gh^ 
your  kids  sheltei;  nxxL  draies, 
and  an  education,  yet  missed  out 
on  ^ving  them  your  heart  Ikke 
the  time,  set  aside  the  rductance, 
push  thiDu^  the  awkwardness, 
and  let  the  folks  around  you 
know  that  you  love  diem.  If  you 
do,  you  win  probal^  not  be  put 
up  for  auction  on  E-ray  by  your 
wifeorkids! 

May  die  Lord  bless  you, 
keep  you,  and  give  you  a  great 
Fath^s  Dayl 


June  12, 2003,, 


Life  Way  store  offers  prayers  for  soldiers 


MONTGOMERY, 
Ala.  (BP)  —  It  start' 
ed  witii  one  name. 
Soon,  the  slips  of 
paper  smothered  a 
small  buUetin  board. 
Before  To  Minton 
knew  it,  her  LifeWay 
Christian  Store  stan 
had  gathered  for 
prayer  the  names  of 
nimdreds  of  US.  sol¬ 
diers  fighting  in  the 
war  agmnst  uaq. 

In  March,  a 
mother  came  into 
the  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  store  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  copy  or  the 
New  Testament. 
When  Minton,  the 
store  manager. 


Some  of  die  par¬ 
ents  and  family 
members  of  people 
on  die  prayer  bovd 
have  stoppM  Iw  die 
store  to  mank  Minton 
and  her  employees 
for  dieir  prayers.  "It's 
nice  for  them  to 
know  diat  they're  not 
the  only  ones  pray¬ 
ing  for  their  sons  or 
daughters,"  she  said. 

Luig  said  the 
Montgomery  store 
employees  exemplify 
LifoWa/s  mission  to 
minister  to  pe^le. 

"Ministry  is  our 
purpose,"  he  said.  "In 
our  stores,  it  is  tvpical- 


leamea  tne 
was  for 
woman's  soi 
was  leaving  i 
the  next  da 


_ ly  done  throu^  pro- 

^  PRAYING  FOR  SOLDIERS  —  Some  of  the  employees  at  the  LifeWay  Christian  Store  in  boote, 

'q  Montgomery,  Ala.,  who  pray  dally  for  the  soldiers  list^  on  the  display  board  at  left,  are  ower  ^te 

(fromleft)  manager  jo  Minton,  Essie  Williams,  Michelle  Talley,  Barbara  McGohon,  David 
vmg  for  Iraq  Johnson,  and  Vicki  Thomas.  (BP  photo  by  Erin  Webster)  churches.  I  tim* 

xt  day,  she - T. - 1 - : - diis  prayer  ministry  is 

requested  his  name  so  her  staff  could  the  Southeastern  region  for  LifeWay  just  anodier  exanple  of  how  our  stores  are 
pr^  for  him  during  daily  devotions.  Christian  Stores.  "I  couldn't  help  but  think  willing  to  go  the  extra  mile  to  minister  to 
'Tiis  name  was  me  firet  name  on  the  how  grateful  die  families  of  me  soldiers  their  customers.  This  exemplifies  the  min- 
board,"  Minton  said.  "It's  just  been  must  mve  been  to  know  diat  diis  store's  istnrh^uts  of  our  LifeWay  employees." 
remarkable.  There  are  more  dian  300  employees  would  actually  take  time  to  col-  The  store's  prayer  ministry  has  captured 
names  on  the  board  now,  and  we  pray  for  lect  the  names  of  and  pray  for  their  loved  the  attention  or  die  community  and  was  fea- 
each  person  and  their  fainilies  every  day."  ones  servirw  our  coimby.'*  hired  on  a  local  television  news  program. 

The  LifeWay  store  staff  amimnted  to  The  staff  prays  toge^r  every  momiiM  but  Minton  said  her  staff  is  just  doing  iek^. 
die  srddiecs  on  the  board  daily  imtil  bef(»e  unlocking  the  doors.  La^  boanu  "This  store  is  not  just  about  provirung 
Idier  returned  home.  Minton  attrib-  full  of  names  sfamd  at  die  front  or  die  store  products,"  she  said.  ''We  have  a  ministry, 
ibama's  low  casualty  rate  in  the  war  so  anycme  can  add  to  the  giant  prayer  list.  It^s  an  hmior  to  be  able  to  do  diis  for  die 
lower  of  prayer,  and  she  said  she  "We  have  to  start  earner  every  day,"  pec^le  in  our  community  and  in  our  state." 
diat  praya  nu  saved  many  lives.  Minton  said.  "Sometimes  we  unlock  ^  Lang  agreed.  "Our  fmks  aren't  satisfied 

ras  very  exciting  to  see  this  store  doors,  and  our  customers  come  in  and  to  just  open  the  doors  and  s^  products 
for  ministry  opportunities  in  the  pray  with  us.  We  read  every  name  out  eeai  day.  They  want  to  make  a  dufference 
f  war,"  said  Zaw  Lang,  director  of  loud  and  pray  for  diem."  in  die  lives  of  meir  customers." 


pray  for  die  scddiecs  on  the  board  daily  until 
earn  seedier  returned  home.  Minton  attrib¬ 
utes  Alabama's  low  casualty  rate  in  the  war 
to  the  power  of  prayer,  and  she  said  she 
believes  diat  praya  has  saved  many  lives. 

"It  was  very  exciting  to  see  this  store 
Icwking  for  ministry  opportunities  in  the 
midst  of  war,"  said  Zaw  Lang,  director  of 


names  of  and  pray  for  their  loved 


every  m 


and  pray  for  ^em.' 


ooara  ai  len,  are  .  , — : — .  i 

)ara  McGohon,  David"^  to 

ana  enurenes.  i  tnink 

- diis  prayer  ministry  is 

just  anodier  exanqile  of  how  our  stores  are 
willing  to  go  the  extra  mile  to  minister  to 
their  customers.  This  exemplifies  the  min- 
istni^  hearts  of  our  LifeWay  onployees." 

The  store's  prayer  ministry  has  captured 
the  attention  or  die  community  and  was  fea¬ 
tured  on  a  local  television  news  progr^, 
but  Minton  said  her  staff  is  just  doing  iejob. 
"This  store  is  not  just  about  provirung 

groducts,"  she  said.  ''We  have  a  ministry. 

's  an  hmior  to  be  able  to  do  diis  for  die 
per^le  in  our  community  and  in  our  state." 

Lang  agreed.  "Our  fmks  aren't  satisfied 
to  jwt  open  the  doors  and  sdl  products 
earm  day.  They  want  to  make  a  dufference 
in  die  lives  of  meir  customers." 


customers. 


Sibley:  witnessing  opportunities  up  in  Holy  Land 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  bradi  offid 
Tourism  to  die  Holy  Land  has  a  simificant 
fallen  to  its  lowest  level  in  20  rem&ider  of  I 
years,  widi  fewer  than  one  the  May  15  G 
milli(Mi  tourists  visiting  Israel  Tourism  Binyi 
in  2002.  This  decline  is  due  ed  diat  just  on 

Srimarily  to  die  overwltolm-  will  visit  brae 
ig  publicity  surrounding  from  2.7  miUk 
recent  violence  in  die  Middle  De^te  die 
East,  Geoffrey  Weill,  a  ings  about  tra 
spokesperson  for  the  Iwael  Ei^  howeve 
Mirustty  of  Tourism,  said.  enoountering  i 
Desfnte  the  wave  oi  Mideast  than  the  leva  c 
violent,  however,  Jim  Sib^,  "Widumt  i 
coordinator  of  Jewbh  min-  mize  the  risk 
btries  for  the  interadi  evange-  diink  that  die 
Usm  group  of  die  North  tering  violeno 
American  Mission  Board,  said  bly  l^er  diar 
Soudmn  Baptiste  should  not  a  person  coi 
overestimate  the  risks  assodat-  Mured  ridir 
ed  with  travel  to  the  Holy  ^leysaid. 
Land.  Travditig  to  the  Middle  StuL  Sibl^ 

^t,  he  notecL  may  provide  riskbassocuK 


bradi  offidab  do  not  esqied 
a  simificant  increase  for  the 
rem&ider  of  2003,  according  to 
the  May  15  Globes.  Minister  of 
Tourism  Binyamin  Ekxi  predict¬ 
ed  diat  just  one  milUon  touiiste 

_ fit _ f_¥»  W _ 1  _ J _ 


believers  with  a  unique  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  share  the  messa^  of 
Chrbt  widi  Isrselb. 

In  2002,  just  862,(XK)  tourists 
visited  Israel,  the  Jan.  26  edition 
of  Globes,  a  daily  Israeli  news 
publication,  reported.  That 
number  represents  a  30% 
decline  from  2001  and  a  70% 
decline  from  2000. 

Hotel  occupancy  in  brael 
recendy  reachra  its  lowest  level 
since  die  fost  Gulf  War.  For 
February  2003,  tourist 
overnight  stays  numbered 
176,000,  down  80%  from 
February  2(XX),  the  Globes 
reportea  March  26. 


Tourism  Binyamin  Elon  predict-  share  die  Go^l  with  braelb, 
ed  diat  just  one  miUiantourbte  Sibley  said, 
will  visit  brad  thisym,  down  Traveling  to  a  country  in  tur- 

from  2.7  million  In  2000.  moil  b  a  tremendous  expres- 

De^te  die  barrage  of  warn-  sion  of  siq>p<Mt,  he  said,  and  it 
ings  about  travd  to  the  I^ddfe  may  prompt  braelb  to  pay 
East,  however,  die  diance  of  close  attention  to  anythmg 
enoountering  violenoe  b  far  less  American  tourists  have  to  say. 
dual  the  levaof  fear,  Sftdey  said.  .  ,  ................ 

"Widumt  wanting  to  mini-  |  ^  (  ■  ;  : 

mize  the  risk  for  any  danger,  I 
diink  that  die  odds  fof  encoun¬ 
tering  violence]  are  low,  proba¬ 
bly  lower  dian  the  chances  diat 
a  person  could  be  seriously 
Mured  riding  into  work,^ 

^oley  said. 

StuL  Sibl^  adMte  that  some 
risk  b  associated  widi  travd  to 
the  Holy  Land.  They  are  opti- 


During  die  present  cyde  of  "I  diink  it  would  provide  an 
turmoil,  however,  for  diose  entree  for  the  Gond,"  Sbley 
willing  to  go,  travd  in  brad  said.  "There  woukl  be  a  lot  of 
may  present  an  opportunity  to  interest  in  any  tourists  who 
share  die  Go^l  with  braelb,  come  to  brad  at  thb  particular 
Sibley  said.  time.  Enpedally  if  thow  tourists 

Traveling  to  a  country  in  tur-  are  gennte  Christians  from  die 
moil  b  a  tremendous  expres-  United  States,  I  think  it  would 
sion  of  siq>p<Mt,  he  said,  and  it  provide  an  entree  for  Southern 
may  prompt  braelb  to  pay  Biq>tiste  to  share  the  Good  News 
close  attention  to  anythmg  of  the  Messiah  widi  the  Itorish 
American  tourists  have  to  say.  poopk  diey  might 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  yoa. 
(/  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  foieiveness  for  my 
sins  and  fieedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(/  repent.) 

3. 1  belbve  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  foigive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relatioiuhip  with  you. 

(t  beUeve  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  mvite  Jesus  Christ 
mto  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relatimiship  with  him. 

(i  receive  Christ  as  my  ' 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  rKdved  him,  to 

them  he  gave  the  right  k>  become 
chUdren  cfGod,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


mistic 


the  current  Mideast 


peace  proposaL  die  "toad  map" 
to  peare,  will  usher  in  a  period 
of  decreued  violence  arid  risk 
to  travders. 

The  "road  map,"  a  peace 
plan  spcxisored  by  the  United 
States,  European  Union,  United 
Nations  ana  Russb,  calb  for  a 
Palestinian  state  with  tempo¬ 
rary  borders  dib  yw  and  a 
manent  state  in  2005.  It  requires 
die  immedbte  cessatimi  of  vio¬ 
lence  on  bodi  sides  and  Israeli 
wididrawal  to  the  borders  in 
pbee  before  brael  jndtied  new 
territories  in  die  19^  war. 


TOURISM  TROUBLES  —  Jerusalem  and  its  famed  Western  Wall  are  among  the  Holy  Land 
sites  for  which  tourism  dropped  to  fewer  than  one  million  people  last  year.  At  least  one 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  sees  the  current  Israeli  tourism  woes  as  an  opening  to  share  the 
Gospel.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  the  www.lsrael-wat.com  website) 


Smith,  Herrin,  Jeff  Sc  Bridget  Davis,  and  Smith,  pastor 

Heucks  Retreat  Church, 
Brookhaven,  ordained  Greg 
Lusk  as  deacon  on  May  4. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Lusk 
and  Ken  I^k,  pastor. 


Oi;i  II  AKii  s 


Billy  B.  Guest  Sr,  Magee, 
passed  away  on  June  1.  Fxineral 
services  were  held  June  3  at 
Corintti  Church,  Maj^. 

Guest  pastored  Corinth 
Church  along  with  several 
other  churches  in  the  state. 

Survivors  include  his  wife, 
Della  Sherwood  Guest;  son, 
Anthony  Guest;  daughter, 
Deborah  Woods;  sisters, 
Jimmie  Runnels,  Virgie 
Grissom,  and  Martha  South; 
eight  grandchildren;  and  five 
grea  t-grandchildren. 

Sibyl  Brame  (Townsend) 
Warren,  Arlington,  Va.,  for¬ 
merly  of  Yazoo  City  and  Blue 
Mountain,  died  May  26. 

Warren  served  as  Dean  of 
Students  at  Blue  Mountain 
College.  She  authored  articles 
in  Southern  Baptist  publica¬ 
tions  along  with  a  book. 
Warren  later  became  the 
Dean  of  Women  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

Survivors  include  her 
daughter,  Grace  Merchant; 
sons,  Carl  Townsend  and  Tim 
Townsend;  stepchildren,  Carl 
Warren,  Gene  Warren,  and 
Viiginia  Poe;  and  sisters  Marde 
Brigham  and  Frances  Spain. 


Providence  Church,  Jayess, 
ordained  Jeff  Davis  into  the 
ministry  on  May  18.  Davis  has 


accepted  his  first  pas¬ 
torate  at  Bethel  Chimdi, 
Summit.  Pictured  (from 
1^)  are  Talmadge  Smith, 
ArcMe  Herrin,  Davis  and 
his  wife  Bridget,  and 
Stephen  Smith,  pastor  at 
Providence  Church. 

J.  D.  Johnson  recently 
resigned  from  the  pas¬ 
torale  at  Barnes  Crossing 
Church,  Tupeb.  He  can  b« 
readied  for  supply  and 
interim  at  (662)  0^^2714. 

Pine  Grove  Church, 
Picayune,  ordained 
David  Haselmaier  as  a 
deacon  on  May  4. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Reggie  Bridges,  pastor, 
Haselmaier,  anonis  wife  Lesa. 

Mt.  Manna  ‘  Church, 
Coldwater,  licensed  Kevin 


} 


tj 


Doyle  and  Eldridge 


MISS 


reached  at  (662)  233-4524. 


BAPTISTS 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Greg  Lusk  and  Ken  Kirk,  pastor 


Bridges,  pastor;  David  Sc  Lesa  Haselmaier 
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French  Camp  ChurclV 
French  Canw,  invites 
preschoolers-^  graders 
to  VBS.  It  will  be  held 
from  9  a.m.-noon  June  23- 
27.  For  more  information, 
caU  (662)  547-6348. 

Holly  Churclv  Corintlv 
will  hold  VK  on  June  23-27 
at  6  p.m. 

Escatawpa  Churclv 
Escatawpa,  wiU  hold  VBS 
on  June  2^28  from  6-8:30 

pjTt 

Barnes  Crossing 

Chut  ch,  Saltillo,  will  hold 
VBS  on  June  16-20  from 
6:30  -8:30  p.m. 


Highpointe-Palestine 
Church,  Raymond,  will  hold  a 
celebration  and  dedkatkm  ser¬ 
vice  on  June  21  beginning  at  10 
a.m.  A  meal  wiU  f^ow  me  ser¬ 
vice  along  with  singing  and 
music  in  the  afternoon.  The 
Palestine  Church  building 
burned  three  years  ago,  but 
chuidies  from  all  over  me  state, 
along  with  those  in  Louisiana 
and  Geoigia,  sent  teams  to  con¬ 
struct  a  new  building  and  mve 
financial  help  so  that  mebuiOing 
is  debt  free. 

Grace  United  Chtuch, 
Newton,  broke  ground  on  May 
18  to  launch  the  construction  of 
the-fir^  unit  of  their  proposed 
physical  plant.  Constituted  and 
chASnri^year  ago,  the  congre¬ 
gation  lias  met  and  is  meeting 
presently  in  privately  owned 
property.  Pictured  (from  left, 
front)  are  Harry  Eason,  Matt 
Addy,  Jerry  Jc^uison,  (back)  J.  R. 


Grace  United  Church  Ground  Breaking,  Newton 

Addy,  Grady  Chaney,  Robbie  gave  a  baby  shower  for  the  Crisis  * 
Brown,  James  Holt,  Tom  Pregnancy  Center.  Claudia 
Scarborough,  Terry  Todd,  and  Kfyers  is  director  of  die  center. 
Roger  Brown.  Mike  West  is 

pastor. 


The  Hodum  Family 


The  Singers  of  First 
Church,  Gharlestorv  presented 
Sermon  on  the  Mound,  a  dul- 
dren's  musical  set  around  a  base¬ 
ball  dieme,  on  May  18.  Janine 
Vincent  directed  me  musical. 
Mark  Vincent  is  pastinr. 

First  Church,  Collinsville, 
held  an  Awana  Awards 
Ceremony  on  May  21.  Milton 
Mowdy  is  the  Awana 
Commander  for  die  group.  Hal. 
J.  Bates  is  pastor. 

Laurel  Hill  Church, 
Carthage,  recently  met  and 
exceeded  their  Annie 
Amfllrong  Easter  offerir^  goal 
of  $500  by  collt’cting  $80(1 

The  Women's  Minis^, 
Sisters  In  Service,  of  Indian 
Springs  Church,  LaureL  recendy 


Ridgeway 
Church, 

Vicksburg, 
recently 
acquired  their 
first  steeple 
with  donated 
money. 

Workers  from 
Warren 
County 
Association 
along  with  the 
Ridgeway 
workers 
installed  the 

steeple.  Qyde  Pullen  is  pastor. 


Awana  Awards  of  First  Church,  Collinsville 


Holly  Chun^  Coiintlv  held  a 
Baby  Dedication  service  on 
March  23.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Chuck  Hodum  with  Nathan,  and 
his  wife  Karen  widi  Evan.  Tony 
_  Morrow  is  pastor. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Joy  Singers  of  First  Church,  Charieston 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


1.80047MI80 

(•arpenterbus.com 


OWaCMMIB 


Carptdtrr  Bo.  Um  Ine. 
Smnt't  »/  Clmnk  Bm  thder 


Sisters  in  Service  of  Indian  Springs  Church,  Laurel 


"Hearing  Is  Believin  " 


For  a  FREE  consultation  call 
Jackson  1-800444-1200  or  HattiMbilfb  1-800-844-5821 
or  go  onllna  at  www.audlosarvlcaa.org 

fessionai  Sound  A 

j^EKVICES 

rch/ School /ConunercUl  a  division  Of  Mississippi  music  »(COi»PO<iATtD  ' 


Go  online  and  rogistor  to  win  a  FREE  WIRELESS  MICROPHONE 


BRO^UREI4^  HEATTRS,  POMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

^rfrV^TOU.  FREE  1-800-251 -0671 
www.llbcrglastchijrchprod.cor 
nSERCLASS  BAPnSTRY  CO 
351 1  HtXSOftPtKE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  37415 
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All  Bible  Drill  partidpants  of 
Immanuel  Chuicn,  Greenwood, 
recendy  partidpati^  in  church, 
association,  and  state  drills  in 
Cleveland.  Marleigh 

McCrimmon  and  David  Heibert 
received  tn^hies  for  tiiree  years 
state  partidpants.  Eric  ^ms  par- 
tidpated  as  a  state  youth  finalist 
in  Jackscm.  Pictured  (htnn  left. 


MiMion  Friends  of  Indian  Springs  Church,  Laurel 


Bible  Drill  Pariicipants  of  Immwuel  Church,  Greenwood 


Peck  and  Foster 

ftxmt)  are  Stephenie 
McCrimmon,  Courtney  Irvin, 
Rachael  Ellis,  Marleigh 
McCrimmon,  (back)  Sims, 
Heibert,  and  Bea  Ellis,  leader. 
Danny  Irvin  is  pastor. 

Mission  friends,  GAs,  and 
RAs  of  Indian  Springs 
Church,  Laurel,  recently  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering. 
The  Mission  Friends  gave 
$29.91,  the  GAs  gave  $  589.19, 
and  the  RAs  gave  $344.51. 
Mike  West  is  pastor. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Association  recently  present¬ 
ed  Carol  Peck  with  a  plaque 
for  25  years  of  ministry  as 
Association  Bible  Drill 
Director.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Peck  and  Alton  Foster. 


Alton  Foster  presented  a 
check  ‘  from  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Association  to  Kenny 
Heath,  Director  of  Missions, 

Western  Baptist  Association, 

Maryland,  for  Faith  scholar¬ 
ships.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Joe  Denicola,  Foster,  and 
Heath. 

Bible  Drills  were  recently 
held  at  Sebastopol  Oiurch, 

Sebastopol.  Pictured  are  the 
Children  Bible  Drillers  (from 
left)  Erin  Thornton  and 
Siannon  Jenkins,  ^ringfield 
Church;  Kyle  Havard,  Lynn 

Cox,  direct  "Wler  Gilmore,  •  -  • 

Rod  Varner,  Colton  Pope,  and  Gilmore,  Amanda  Bankson,  Brooke  Dove,  Shay  Pope,  and 
the  Youti\  Kbie  Drillers  Lacey  Emily  Drash,  Hi^  HiU  Church;  Cindy  Dove,  diraemr. 


GAs  of  Indian  Springs  Church,  Laurel 


RAs  of  Indian  Springs  Church,  Laurel 


Denicola,  Fostei^  and  Heath 


Youth  Bible  Drill  Participants  of  Sebastopol  Church,  Sebastopol 


Children  Bible  Drill  Participants  of  Sebastopol  Church,  Sebmtopol 


IHSVIIIE  .  HtST  BAPTIST  CHUBCH: 

Full-time  youth  and  recreation  minister. 
Serrd  resumes  with  photo  to;  Vbulh  Itetor 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Leesvtlle,  P.O.  Box  1 568, 1 400  Nolan  Trace, 
Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email 

txJeesville#wnonlirre.net. _ 

CHUBCH  PEW  UPHOLSTEBY,  FBEE 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. 

AH  EN I  ION  MINISTERS  and  sell- 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 

Irswrance;  call  (662)  568-3482. _ 

HbPPEB  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1 899. 
KSTOBS,  TEACHEBS,  CHUBCH  STAFF. 
Quality  Health  Insurance,  Call  today  for  a 
frro  quote.  Quentin  E.  Adams  (601 )  594- 
5676,  quentinadams350hotmail.com. 

A  BlUND  NEW  QUEEN  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic  w/warr.] 
sell  $119.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 


A  QUEEN  MATTBESS  SET,  plllow-top, 
NEW  In  plastic.  Sell  $175.  Call  (601) 
209-0872. 

A  IbAND  new  king  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic,  only 

$189.  Call  (601)  209-0872. _ 

SLBGH  BH>,  BBAND  NEW  IN  BC»L  SBl 
$250.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 

BQTBOOM  SET,  feBANb  NEW  IN  BOX, 
bed,  dresser,  mirror,  chest  and  nightstand. 
Sell  $550.  Call  (601)  2094)872. 

LOWER  YOUR  PtlONE  tiLL  kLES$ED 
Hope  has  4.9  centVminute,  (24/7),  no 
fees,  no  fine  print  and  250,000  happy  cus¬ 
tomers.  Toll  free  (866)  587-8346  or  info  at 
www.covenantphoneservice.com. 
CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  Ibr 
churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks, 
Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 

BYNE  MEMORIAL  BAPtlSt  CMUBCH  IN 

Albany,  Georgia,  is  now  actively  seeking  a 
senior  pastor.  Interested  pastors  are  asked  to 
contact  the  chairrrtan  of  the  pastor  search 


commiOBe  at  the  following  address:  Donald 
Lanier,  1318  Gail  Avenue,  Albany,  GA 
31707.  Information  about  the  church  can 

be  viewed  at  wwwJ3vne.ora.  _ 

PARADISE  LAi4B:  only 

smoke  and  alcohol  free  bowling  center.  Call 
about  lock-in,  group  rates,  fond  raisers,  and 
leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper  Road, 
jackson,  MS.  Call  (601)  372-7700. 
BROKEN  AND  COLLASPED  TOMBS 
rebuilt;  statuary  repaired  and  cleaned. 
Scottish  trained  stonemason,  (662)  258- 
3604  or  email  msguildOaol.com. 

FOR  SALE;  YAMM4A  diEIUtV  tONSOLE 
piano.  $3,200.00,  wonderful  sound  and 
great  shape.  Call  (601)  373-5538. 

first  BAPTrit  chORCh,  Sells, 

TENN.,  is  searching  for  a  full-time  minis¬ 
ter  of  youth  ar>d  children.  Serfo  resumes 
to  First  Baptist  Church,  c/o  youth  ar>d 
children's  minister  search  committee, 
P.O.  Box  206,  Bells,  TN  38606.  Any 
questions  call  (731)  784-3807. 
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Macedonia  Church, 

Louisville,  recognized  Arnold 
Reed  for  his  51  years  as  a  deacon 
by  honoring 
him  widi  die 
title  of  Deacon 
Emeritus  on 
May  25. 

Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Reed's 
wife  Ruth, 

Reed,  and  Jack 
Manor,  pastor. 

Topisa  w 
Church, 


Church,  Monticello.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Talmadge  Smith, 
Archie  Herrin,  Thompson, 
David  Moree, 

fastor  of 
o  p  i  s  a  w 
Church,  and 
Bendon  Ginn, 
pastor  of 
casthaven 
Church, 
Brookhaven. 

Gloria 
Barnes  cele¬ 
brated  her 


NOT  IN  DARK 

Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to 
your  May  29  editorial  (A  little 
more  sunshine,  please).  There 
are  two  issues  1  would  like  to 
address  from  your  editorial. 

First,  how  can  you  say 
Southern  Baptists  have  been  in 
the  dark  about  the  issue  of  our 
International  Mission  Board 
missionaries  being  required  to 
sim  the  2000  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message?  Evidently,  you 
underestimate  the  number  of 
people  who  read  your  paper. 
Almost  every  montn  since  Jerry 
Rankin  sent  his  first  letter  to 


whose  Christian  ethics  are  such 
that  he  would  teach  or  preach 
doctrine  contrary  to  Baptist 
beliefs  and  doctrine  will  have  no 
qualms  whatsoever  about  sign¬ 
ing  the  affirmation  statement 
and  continue  doing  as  usual. 

On  the  other  nand,  these 
unknown  and  unnamed  people 
will  still  make  charges  and 
accusations  as  long  as  they  can 
remain  anonymous,  regardless 
of  the  affirmation. 

Jerry  Rankin  created  a  tem¬ 
pest  in  a  teapot,  and  the  only 
result  is  77  missionaries  have 
left  the  international  mission 
field.  The  work  that  Jesus  com¬ 
manded  us  to  do  has  been  hurt. 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Bogue  Chitto, 
ordained 
Lance 

Thompson  to  the  ministry  on  Music  at  Macedonia  Church,  I  have  a  hard  time  believing 
March  16.  Thompson,  who  Mendenhall,  on  May  18.  that  anyone  who  cared  about 

attends  New  Orleans  Baptist  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Gloria  this  would  not  have  had  the  QUESTIONS  ALLOWED? 
Theological  Seminary,  was  Barnes  and  Gene  Erwin,  pastor,  opporhmity  to  be  informed 
called  to  pastor  at  Saul's  Valley  aoout  what  was  happening.  Editor: 

Secondly,  I  will  oe  among  It  may  just  be  me,  but  it  seems 

those  who  would  accuse  some  that  there  is  a  difference  in  ask- 
of  our  missionaries  of  being  the-  ing  people  to  sign  a  statement  of 
ologically  in  error.  Furthermore,  beuef  before  they  begin  their  ser- 
some  of  the  ones  I  would  accuse  vice  and  then  anotMr  one  with 
refused  to  sign  and  accepted  subtle  but  signihcant  changes 
positions  of  service  with  organi-  after  they  have  shown  their 
zations  in  opposition  to  the  faithfulness  and  commitment  to 
Southern  Bapmt  Convention,  what  tl^  had  signed  earlier. 
Please'  understand  that  I  am  I  write  this  with  some  hesi- 
talking  about  individuals  I  tancy.  Are  we  allowed  to  ques- 
Imow  personally,  because  I  tion  our  leaders? 
have  served  with  them  on  the  Gary  Anglin 
mission  held  through  short-  Pascagoula 
term  mission  trips.  However,  I 
am  not  including  their  names  in 

this  letter  for  the  protection  of  PRAY  FOR  MISSIONARIES 
all  involved. 

I  appreciate  you  taking 
time  to  read  this  letter  ana 
hope  you  will  consider  all  the 
facts  in  any  future  article  you 
publish  on  this  subject. 

Desi  Ginn 
Southaven 


Barnes  and  Erwin 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Smith,  Herrin,  Thompson,  Moree,  and  Ginn 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial 
on  Mby  29  (A  litw  more  sun¬ 
shine,  please).  The  second  para¬ 
graph  seems  to  sum  up  the 


beli^  of  diose  who  refused  to 
sign.  Are  we  as  Soudiem  Baptists 
moving  toward  a  denomination 
ttiat  lives  by  man-made  creeds? 

The  act  nas  been  done  and  we 
will  prcA)ably  never  know  the 
names  or  the  fields  of  their  ser¬ 
vice.  Therefore,  we  have  an  even 
greater  cause  to  pray  for  them, 
believing  that  God  and  God 
alone  is  aware  of  their  dedica¬ 
tion  to  His  service.  As  His  plan 
unfolds  for  each  of  the‘^  77  men 
and  women,  may  they  marvel  at 
His  goodness  as  He  handpicks 
places  for  them  to  magnify  His 
name. 

Elizabeth  J.  Taylor 

Rosedale 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


ANSWER  DESERVED 


Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  editorial  on 
May  29  (A  little  more  sunshine, 
please).  The  questions  you 
asked  were  relevant  and  fair, 
and  deserve  an  answer. 

The  forced  signing  of  the 
revised  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  by  our  Southern 
Baptist  international  missionar¬ 
ies  will  prove  to  be  an  exercise 
in  futility.  In  my  opinion,  any 
Southern  Baptist  missionary 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Ruth  6c  Arnold  Reed  and  Jack  Manor;  pastor 


IHRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  COLUMBUS,  membership  and  sUff.  Computer  literate 
Miss.,  is  currently  accepting  resumes  for  arxl  strong  organizational  skills  essential, 
the  position  of  Interim  Director  of  Knowledge  of  Shelby  Systems  a  plus,  but 
preschool  and  children's  ministries.  Please  not  required.  Please  serid  resume  to:  FBC 
mail  resumes  to  P.O.  Box  829,  Columbus,  ftarl,  Attn:  personnel,  405  N.  Bierdman 
MS  39703,  attn:  Robyn  Caydon. _  Road,  fearl,  MS  39208. _ _ 


Miss.,  (Marshall  Association)  'is  seeking  an  Columbus,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  bivocational 
interim  musk^orship  leader.  Please  corv  or  part-time  youth  minister.  Serxi  resume  to: 
tact  the  church  office  at  (662)  2S2-4559.  Nw  Salem  Baptist  Church,  7086  Wolf 
BftHBOA  BAPTICT  CHURCH,  TBWY,  Road,  Columbus,  MS  39705.  ^  more 
Miss.,  is  currerrtly  seeking  a  pianist  to  play  information 
in  all  services  and  rehearsals.  For  nxxe  email  itewsalembaptistOmsn.com  or  call 

information,  please  call  (601 )  939-1 836  or  (662)  356-4940.  _ _ 

fax  inquires  to  (601)  939-2924. _ PART-TIME  CHILDREN'S  DIRECTOR 

rtANKUN  RAPriCT  CHURCH,  HORA,  needed  at  First  Baptist  Church  of 

Miss,  is  seeking  a  bivocational  youth  minis'  Byram.  Call  (601 )  37201 56. _ ^ 

ter  arxl  a  music  minister.  Send  resume  with  WE,  AT  PINE  CROI^  ARE  LOOMNC  for 
photo  to:  search  committee,  attn:  Jo  Willett,  a  part-time  youth  minister,  who  is  around 
2066  Cox  fw  Road.  Flora,  MS  39071.  the  age  of  20-30,  married,  male.  We  will 
lAf^CHiACH  pearl  miss.,  consider  a  college  student.  We  can  offer 
is  currently  seeking  to  fill  a  folMime  around  $75  per  week.  Serxd  resume  to: 
Administra^  Assistant  position,  to  fulfill  Andy  Boles,  201  N  jadek  Drive,  NE, 
the  administrative  needs  of  the  church  Magl»,  MS  391 11,  phone:  (601)  849-4735. 
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Seminaries  reach  out  to  women  in  ministry 

of  a  two-part  series 

exduded  £rom  die  senkM*  pastorate  by  die 

spend  t^^and  eneig^^^^lg  for  ministry 
in  the  local  chuidi  at  a  Southern  Baptist  sem- 
inaiy?  This  question  is  being  addressed  by 


believe  women  do  not  play  an  important  role 
in  the  chinch,  said  Headier  Kin&  one  of  two 
females  v^io  served  on  the  stww  committee 
to  revise  the  historic  confessional  statement. 

"In  authoring  the  statement  on  women 
serving  in  the  Icxal  church,  die  committee 
fully  realized  that  bodi  Scripture  and  the 
testimony  of  Jesus  designates  women  as 
integral  ministry  initiators  and  coworkers," 
said  Kii^  wcxnen's  program  coordinator 
at  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
"That  is  why  it  is  so  important  for  women 
to  be  present  in  seminary  classrooms,  so 
thw  can  be  equipped  for  ministry." 

Critics  of  me  confessional  statement 
expected  female  attendance  in  Southern 
Baptist  seminaries  to  drop  in  the  post-con¬ 
vention  meeting  media  olitz  that  labeled 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  as 
misogynist.  However,  statistics  from  all  six 
schools  indicate  female  enrollment  has 
remained  the  same  or  is  growing.  For 
example,  in  1991  Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  reported  85  female  stu¬ 
dents  on  its  main  campus.  In  2002,  the 
number  jumped  to  506,  a  495%  increase. 

The  irony  is  not  lost  on  Terri  Stov«ill, 
women's  program  director  for  Soudiwestem 
as  female  enrcdlment  at  the  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  campus  has  remained  steady,  up  from 
670  females  enrolled  last  spring. 

“I  have  seal  local  churches  opening  the 
doors  to  women  for  all  types  of  ministry 


A  mass  mailing  that  asks 
tfliiiilpi'ii  Baptist  churches  to 
^coNecra  Day  offering 

on  behalf  ^of  a  proposed 
^Christian,  ftibittty  in  Madison 


letters  from  Son  Valley,  a  min¬ 
istry  of  Baptist  Homes,  Inc 


Kay  FPshee,  president  of 
Baptist  Homes,  Inc.,  con¬ 
tained  offering  envelopes, 
posters,  and  br^ures. 

Son  Valley  and  Baptist 
Homes,  inc.,  are  not  affiliated 
with  the  Mississippi  Bajitist 
Com^ntion.  Messengers  nom 
local  Baptist  churches  to  the 
2002  arvHial  meeting  of  the 
Mississqjpi  Baptist  Convention 
appravra  a  resohition  ttiat  rec- 
o^ized  the  ministry  of  Baptist 
Homes,  inc.,  and  the  need  for 
Christian  care  for  the  mental- 
but  no  offering 
orized  by  con- 
engers  or  the 


ENCOURAGING  WOMEN  —  Heather  King  (center)  seeks  to  equip  wanen  students  at  Southern 
Seminary  in  Lousiville,  Ky.,  for  ministry  opportunities  through  her  staff  position  as  director  of  women's 
programs.  The  women  students  in  the  photo  are  unidentified.  (BP  photo  by  David  Menifield ) 


has  been  a 
vention  m 
convention 

1b  view  the  fiiN  text  of  the 
2002  resolution,  visit 
iwwwunbcbxxg.  For  mote  irtior- 


Wmi  9tM  m  lidoon,  MS 
Itidmoit  Ml.  748-1651,  iHL 


Southwestern  Seminary 
In  tiic  foil  of  2002,  692  women  were 
enrolled  in  classes  on  ^uthwestem's  main 
campus,  178  of  whom  were  pursuing  tiie 
master  of  arts  in  Christian  education 
degree.  This  degree,  which  offers  a  concen¬ 
tration  in  women's  ministry,  consists  of  70 
hours  and  has  been  in  place  at  the  semi¬ 
nary  since  2000.  The  degree  includes  14 
hours  of  seminary  core  classes,  12  hours  of 
theology  classes,  and  32  hours  of  courses 
within  me  school  of  educational  ministries. 

The  oonoentratkm  includes  courses  such 
as  women's  issues,  adult  develc^ment 
psychology,  counsding  with  Scripture,  and 


Southern  Seminary  women  outnumbered  male  students 

Southern  Seminary  also  is  creating  new  enrolled  in  Boyce  College,  51-49%. 
programs  for  women.  In  2002,  the  semi-  Additionally,  the  Seminary  Wives  Institute 

nary  hired  King  as  its  first  full-time  (SWI)  at  SoutiiCT  continues  to  strengthen  its 
women's  program  director.  ministry  to  the  wives  of  semina^  students. 

"The  growing  trend  is  toward  large  SWI  is  designed  to  give  ministers^ wives  bB>- 
churches  niring  Ixitii  part-time  and  fulltime  Ikally  based  and  practical^  ap^ied  teaching, 
women's  directors.  Even  more  important.  King  said,  adding  thd  this  minist^  is  (he 
the  next  five  to  seven  years  will  be  pivotal  "heaitoeat"  of  Mary  Mdilei;  the  wife  of  A1 
in  Soutiiem  Baptist  life  as  many  state  con-  Mdiler,  Southern  prendent  Faculty  wives 
vention  women's  directors  are  nearing  are  utilized  to  team  and  mentor  women  to 
retirement,"  King  said.  "As  women  answer  serve  alongside  their  husbands. 

God's  call  to  serve  and  seek  out  specific  In  addition  to  Souther's  cowrsewprk 
n,  stated  that  the  degree  equips  wmnen  programs  to  equ4>  tiiem  for  ministcy,  tiie  for  women,  the  seminary  also  fcaaploys 
hilffll  "a  myriad  of  leadetslup  rc^"  as  a  pom  of  seminary-^ucated  women  grows,  the  use  of  professors  iuiown  4n  llie  evan- 
r  leader;  diuidi  staff  memiber,  denomina-  This  not  only  benefits  the  local  diurm,'but  gelical  world  for  work  in  the  area  of  bfl?- 
raf  eonployee,  or  missionary.  the  denomination  as  a  whole."  ucal  manhood  and  womanhood,  such  as 

-My  vision  is  that  the  women's  ministry  IQng  also  is  working  to  implement  15  Thomas  ^hreiner,  professor  of  New 
ogram  at  Southwestern  equips  women  to  hours  ^  academic  courses  to  prepare  women  Testament  and  author  of  the  bock.  Two 
ikeadiffereiKefortheKirgciomcifGodin  for  minis^  in  the  local  chinch  and  churdi  Views  on  Women  in  Ministry, 
latever  context  they  are  placed,"  Stovall  agencies.  The  women's  ministiy  courses  are  a  "For  a  woman  to  sit  under  professors  of 

id.  "My  dream  is  to  be^  to  take  this  of  the  master  of  arts  in  Christian  educa-  this  caliber  and  be  challenged  to  tiiink  sys- 
lining  to  otfier  states  and  even  otiier  coun-  ticxi  degree  or  the  master  of  divinity  degree,  tematically  and  thoroughify  concerning  all 
es.  A  number  of  my  students  are  interna-  allowing  full-time  students  to  recave  '’spe-  issues  of  womanhood  w  transformational 
nal  women  who  want  to  impact  the  fami-  cialized  preparation  for  woman-to-woman  to  her  life  and  ministry,"  King  said. 


The  BAPnsr  Record 


Family  Bible  Stlfdy 

Ministering  to  Needs 

Romans  12:4^;  Ephesians  4:11-16;  1  Peter  4:10-11 


By  Karen  Holloweil _ 

If  someone  sent  you  a  gift 
for  your  birthday,  now  lone 
would  you  let  it  lie  unopened/ 
Wouldn't  natural  curiosity 
drive  you  to  remove  the  wrap¬ 
ping  and  have  the  contents 
revealed?  As  believers,  we 
were  given  spiritual  gifts  by 
God  to  be  used  in  miiwtering 
to  others.  Many  of  us  stiU  do 
not  know  what  special  gift  we 
have  been  given  by  God 
throu^  His  wonderful  grace. 

In  Romans  12:4-8,  we  are 

given  the  wonderful  analogy 
y  Paul  about  our  gi^  and  our 
bodies.  We  are  equipped  with 
di8Ferent  gifts,  but  there  are  not 
any  But  are  more  important 
thw  others.  Just  as  the  individ¬ 
ual  parts  are  crucial  to  the 
working  of  our  whole  body, 
each  person's  gift(s)  are  neces- 


that  we  need  to  love 
each  other  deeply 
because  love  covers  a 
multitude  of  sins.  If  we 
exercise  our  gifts  in 
love,  then  others  see  the 
grace  of  God.  This  is 
sary  to  the  whole  body  what  God  intends.  Gifts 

of  Christ.  There  are  exercised  joylessly  will 

several  gifte  listed  here^m^^^^^l  not  show  an  unbeliev- 
as  well  as  in  Ephesians  „  ,,  ,,  ine  world  the  true 

4:11-16.  Among  them  Holloweil  nahueofGod. 
are  teaching,  serving,  encour-  How  do  we  know  what  our 
aging,  giving,  leading,  showing  gift  is?  Sometimes  pei^le  who 
mercy,  and  ministenng.  These  have  been  Christians  for  years 
are  by  no  means  all  me  gifts,  will  telWou  that  they  don't  Iav>w 


at  thine  about  thc^  is 


tant,  and  lovi^y  supplied  by 
our  Creator,  uie  Greek  word 
for  gift  is  "charisma"  which  is 
derived  horn  "charis",  meaning 
"grace".  In  other  words,  these 
gifts  are  totally  undeserved. 
God,  on  the  most  special  occa¬ 
sion  of  our  acceptance  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  resurrected  Lord, 
bestows  upon  us  spiritual  gifts 
because  of  His  great  love  for  us! 

Because  tlwy  were  given  in 
love,  this  is  the  way  they 
should  be  used.  IPeter  4:8  says 


will  telWou  that  they  don't  know 
what  God  wants  diem  to  do. 
This  is  often  because  we  associate 
a  spiritual  gift  widi  a  job  in  die 
church.  This  frightens  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  may  not  want  a  respon¬ 
sibility  in  diat  regard.  Church 
duties  are  very  important,  but  a 
job  in  itself  is  not  a  spiritual  gift. 
Intimate  prayer  and  study  ofme 
Scriptures  can  help  us  under¬ 
stand  what  God  has  aven  us 
individually  for  the  edi&ation  of 
all.  Some  are  God-placed  into 
positions  of  leadership,  but  diis  is 
to  help  organize  and  equip 
everycHie  in  the  carrying-out  of 


dieir  gifts.  Not  all  gifts  were 
given  to  everyone.  This  diversity 
of  gifts  should  unify  and  not 
divide  die  church.  We  are  to 
come  together  and  use  what  we 
have  be^  given  so  that  all  may 
benefit,  no  matter  how  great  or 
small  diat  gift  is.  In  f^,  spiritual 
gifts  shomd  not  even  be  dis¬ 
cussed  in  terms  of  size  —  diis  is 
worldly  diinking.  This  can  lead 
to  comparison  and  competition 
diat  hirvders  the  overall  ministry. 

Sometimes  we  get  the  idea 
diat  spiritual  gifts  may  be  given 
to  everyone  but  only  the  leaders 
of  the  wurch  have  die  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  ministry  of  the 
chuidi.  It  is  true  diat  God  did 
ordciin  positions  of  leadership 
widiin  die  church,  but  everyone 
in  the  churdi  has  the  respcxisibil- 
'  ity  of  ministering  to  die  needs  of 
odiers.  We  are  to  work  togedier 
so  "diat  the  body  of  Christ  may 
be  built  up  imm  we  all  reacn 
unity  in  me  faith  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  die  Scm  of  God  and 
become  mature."  We  have  die 
great  responsibili^  of  h^ing 
our  brodi^  and  sisters  in  Christ 
to  grow  in  die  faith.  As  mature 


Christians,  we  dien  will  not  be 
deceived  by  false  teaching,  but 
will  be  totally  focused  on  Christ. 
Also,  our  gifts  are  not  to  be  a 
source  of  personal  pride;  instead 
we  should  be  humbled  in  die 
knowledge  that  God  has  chosen 
us  to  have  an  important  part  in 
the  increase  of  the  Kingdom. 

This  brings  us  to  die  purpose 
of  spiritual  gifts  —  serving  others 
and  elorifvme  God.  First  Peter 


4:10-11  teOs  us  that  "each  one 
should  use  whatever  gift  he  has 
received  to  serve  others,  faidiful- 
ly  administering  God's  grace," 
widi  the  result  being  that '  „.in  all 
things  God  may  be  praised 
through  Jesus  Christ."  I  recendy 
read  a  challenge  for  Christians 
relating  to  spintual  gifts  which 
said  "mu  iire  a  minister  —  serve! 
You  are  called  —  answer!  You 
are  empowered  —  be  strong! 
You  are  loved  —  be  secure!  You 
are  led  —  be  confident!  You  are 
protected  —  be  courageous!  You 
are  a  steward  —  be  ^diful!  You 
are  gifted  —  use  your  gift!" 

Holloweil  is  member  of  Crosby 
Church,  Crosby. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  Saved  by  Faith 

Galatians  3:1-14 


BvKUc 


Americans  were  appalled 
when  the  news  flash  came  from 
the  war  in  Iraq  that  a  U.S.  Army 
sergeant  had  oetrayed  his  fel¬ 
low  soldiers  by  tossing 
grenades  into  tents  of  com¬ 
manding  officers,  killing  some 
and  seriously  ir^uring  others. 
How  could  he  possibly  do  such 
a  thing?  This  goes  against 
everydiing  he  was  taught  as  an 
American  soldier. 

Paul  had  similar  astonish¬ 
ment  coiKenung  the  believers 
in  the  churches  of  Galatia.  "O 
foolish  Galatians!  Who  has 
bewitched  you  that  you  should 
not  obey  the  truth.../" 

John  MacArthur  states  it 
this  way:  "Few  things  are 
more  tr^c  or  disappointing 
than  a  Christian  who  deserts 
the  purity  of  the  Gospel  for  a 
false  form  of  Christiaruty  that 
presiunes  to  improve  on  the 


finished  work  of 
Christ." 

Paul  was  deter- 
mined  to  remind  these  Young 
believers  about  the 
truth  he  first  shared  with  them. 

He  asks  them  several  ques- 
tioits  to  determine  exactly 
where  ffiey  were  in  their  spiri¬ 
tual  understanding. 

I.  How  did  you  receive  the 
HolySiririt?  (w.  1-5) 

Paul  simply  asks  the  Ques¬ 
tion,  "Did  you  receive  the  Holy 
Spirit  by  observing  the  law,  or 
by  believing  what  you  hearf?" 

He  reminds  them  exactly  what 
had  taken  place  that  allowed 
them  to  experience  the  saving 
grace  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  begins 
with  the  conviction  of  sin  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  John  16:7-11). 
When  tne  siimer  believes  in 
Christ  he  is  bom  of  the  Spirit 
(John  3:1-8).  The  believer  is 
sealed  by  the  Spirit  as  a  guar¬ 
antee  of  the  future  with  Christ. 


(Eph.  1:3-14).  Then  the 
believer  is  1^  to  walk  in 
the  Spirit  (Gal.  5:16,25) 
and  be  filled  with  the 
Spirit  (Eph.2:18-21).  If 
we  do  not  obey  the 
^irit  we  may  grieve 
(Eph.  4:30)  or  quench  (I 
TT\ess.  5:19)  tne  Holy 
Spirit.  It  is  important  for 
believers  to  abide  and 
8  remain  faithful  to  the 
truth  revealed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

II.  Do  you  remember 
Abraham?  (w.  6-9) 

Paul  brings  to  mind  their 
spiritual  father,  Abraham. 
How  did  he  get  right  with 
God?  He  "...believed  God,  and 
it  was  accoimted  to  him  for 
righteousness."  (v.6) 

The  lews  were  very  proud  of 
their  relationship  witii  Abraham, 
but  tiiey  countra  tiieir  pl^ical 
descent  as  a  guarantee  of  their 
roiritual  relationship.  This  says 
Paul  has  no  bearing  on  their  rela- 
tiOTiship  with  Goa.  He  states, 
"only  tnose  who  are  of  faith  are 
sons  of  Abraham."  (v.7)  This 
makes  eternal  differeiKe.  There 
is  nothing  to  be  added  to  faith  in 
Christ,  k^y  still  trust  tiieir  fam¬ 
ily  relatioruffiip,  their  church 


membership,  and  even  their 
"good  works"  to  guarantee  them 
a  place  in  heaven.  Paul  reminds 
us  in  Eph.  2:8  'Tor  by  grace  are 
you  saved  through  faith,  <ind 
that  not  of  yoursdves;  it  is  the 
gift  of  God. 

III.  Just  rely  on  Jesus  (w. 
10-14) 

Again  Paul  points  out  the 
absurdity  of  putting  one's  self 
back  under  the  law.  One  is  not 
rewarded  for  keeping  all  the 
law,  but  one  is  condemned  for 
breaking  even  one  point  of  the 
law.  For  example,  if  you  keep 
all  the  traffic  laws  in  your  town 
for  ten  years,  you  are  not 
rewarded  with  a  ten  year  cer¬ 
tificate  for  excellence  in  dri¬ 
ving.  But,  if  you  drive  45  mph 
in  a  30  mph  zone  and  an  obser¬ 
vant  traffic  officer  sees  you, 
then  you  will  be  invited  to 
make  a  contribution  to  your 
local  government  for  your  traf¬ 
fic  vmlation.  It  matters  not 
who  you  are  or  how  good  your 
record  has  been.  'Vour  right¬ 
eousness  can  not  and  will  not 
cover  your  sin. 

Pam  states,  "Christ  has 
redeemed  us  fiom  tiie  curse  of 
die  law,  haying  becrnne  a  curse 
for  us.”  Christ  nas  paid  our  fine. 


He  has  made  us  to  have  no  sin 
before  our  Heavenly  Father.  He 
"justified"  us.  He  made  us  appear 
"just  as  if  we  had  not  sinned.’’  He 
took  our  curse  upon  Himself. 

God  made  it  possible  for  us, 
Gentiles,  to  have  all  of  the 
blessings  of  Abraham,  a  Jew. 
This  was  not  made  possible 
through  the  physical  blood  line 
of  Abraham.  It  was  throu^  the 
atoning  blood  of  lesus  Qirist. 
It  is  received  by  faith  through 
the  saving  CTace  of  our  loving 
Heavenly  Mther.  Why  would 
anyone  want  to  live  under  the 
burden  of  legalism  when  you 
can  have  the  joy  of  grace/  It 
gives  liberty,  not  license. 

Man  takes  pride  in  his  accom¬ 
plishments;  "uxk  what  I  have 
done."  This  was  true  in  tiie 
churches  in  Galatia.  Spiritual 
pride  was  supercediiw  justifying 
taitii  in  their  minds.  Tl^  same  is 
often  true  today.  God  says  ti^re 
is  cnrte  Way,  and  His  name  is 
Jesus.  Paul  says  it  over  and  over, 
"The  just  shall  live  by  faith."  That 
is  faidn  in  what  Chmt  has  dcme, 
not  what  man  can  do. 

Young  is  the  director  of  the 
Sunday  xhool  Dept,  at  the  MBCB 
in  Jackson. 
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Clue:  R  =  X 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  James  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Hebrews  4:1 


FORERUNNER  CHURCH  — 
Savannah,  Ga.,  was  the  site  of 
the  first  African  American  Baptist 
church  in  America.  The  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  African 
American  heritage  is  the  focus  of 
a  June  14  seminar  in  Phoenix. 
(Photo  courtesy  of  the  SBC 
Historical  Library  and  Archives ) 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Good  pre¬ 
sentations  of  tile  C^pel  on  video  and  film 
are  not  hard  to  fmd,  but  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  last  year 
was  looking  for  someti^g  more.  They 
wanted  the  rest  of  tiie  story,  told  in  a  way 
that  would  appeal  to  j^tmodem  culture. 

They  discovered  ITie  Hope,  an  inde¬ 
pendently  produced  video  project  that  is 
now  destined  to  become  a  flagship  tool 
for  Southern  Baptist  evang^ism  and 
church-planting  efforts  —  just  as  the 
Jesus  film  of  a  previous  generation  intro¬ 
duced  the  Gospel  to  millions. 

Using  footage  from  some  of  Hollywood's 
finest  biblical  epics  and  other  sources  as  a 
visual  backdrop,  three  contemporary  on¬ 
screen  narrators,  or  "storytellers,"  guide 
viewers  through  the  "scarlet  thread"  of 
Christian  trutii  tiiroughout  Scripture. 

Under  terms  of  a  partnership  with  the 
nonprofit  Mars  Hill  Productions,  NAMB  is 
distributing  The  Hope  to  North  American 
audiences  and  helping  develop  future  ver¬ 
sions  for  languages  other  than  English  and 
varied  cultural  groups. 

John  Yarbrough,  NAMB's  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  evangelism,  said  NAMB  had 
been  considering  producing  its  own 
evangelistic  video  project  last  year.  Then 
he  saw  The  Hope.  "I  watched  it  from 
beginning  to  end,  and  just  basically  wept 
as  I  realized  this  was  exactly  what  we 
were  looking  for,"  he  said. 

While  praising  the  Jesus  film  for  its 
effectiveness  around  the  world  since  it  was 

? reduced  more  than  20  years  ago, 
arbrough  said  a  postmodern  culture  often 
needs  more  background  in  considering 
whether  to  believe. 

"It  begins  with  Jesus  and  sin,"  he  said 
of  the  Jesus  film.  "In  the  culture  that 
we're  living  in,  that's  not  always  going 
to  work.  People  are  asking  questions 
that  go  beyond  that,  like  ^TVny  am  I 
here?  Is  there  any  meaning  to  life?  What 
is  its  purpose?  Is  there  anything  beyond 
us?  And  if  there  is,  how  can  I  loiow  that 
He  has  a  meaning  and  plan  for  my  life?"' 

Mars  Hill  Productions,  based  in  Missouri 
City,  Texas,  began  in  VJfTJ  a  video  divi¬ 
sion  of  Youth  for  Christ  in  Houston.  It 
became  an  independent  ministry  in  1988. 

Fred  Carpenter,  president  or  Mars  Hill, 
said  his  initial  goal  tor  the  The  Hope  was  to 
develop  an  evangelistic  tool  that  could  be 
used  ^d^ally,  "something  that  could  be 
adapted  for  every  tongue,  tribe  or  nation." 
His  first  script  was  "sort  of  a  Four- 


Spiritual-Laws', 

Roman-Road  basic 
American  approach 
to  sharing  the 
Gospel,"  he  said. 

When  he  submit¬ 
ted  the  script  to  lead¬ 
ers  around  the 
world,  several  said  it 
wasn't  likely  to  work 
in  their  contexts. 

"The  cultures  they 
are  dealing  with  lack 
the  underpinnings  of 
Judeo-Christian  cul¬ 
ture,"  Carpenter 
said.  "They  have  no 
background  to 
understand  the  con¬ 
cepts  of  a  holy  cre¬ 
ator  God,  or  sin,  or 
judgment.  Why  do  I 
need  a  Savior  if  I 
don't  understand 
there  is  anything 
such  as  sin?" 

Mars  Hill  subse¬ 
quently  rewrote  the 
entire  project. 

Carpenter  said,  to 
include  a  full  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  Gospel 
"from  Creation  to 
Christ." 

The  production 
begins  by  posing 
some  of  ti>e  hard  qu^ 
tions  every  human 
beir^must  face. 

"■Throughout  time 
p>eople  have  consid- 
erea  the  world  in  which  we  live,  the  com¬ 
plexity  and  beauty  of  nature,  tiie  mystery  of 
life  and  death,  the  depth  of  human  joy  and 
pain,"  the  narrator  says.  "And  they  have 
wondered,  how  did  it  all  come  to  be/" 

The  Hope  then  explains  how  the  BibU 
answers  tnose  questions.  It  provides  a 
solid  foundation  in  Genesis,  with  three 
of  the  12  chapters  on  the  creation 
through  man's  fall  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden.  Another  four  chapters  cover 
Noah's  flood,  Abraham  ana  his  descen- 
dents,  the  Exodus  from  Egypt,  the  giving 
of  the  law,  and  the  promised  Messiah.  It 
then  skips  forward  to  the  fulfillment  of 
that  promise  in  Christ,  His  death  and 
resurrection,  and  the  rise  of  the  early 
church  and  Christianity  through  history. 


The  production  concludes  with  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  respond  to  the  Gospel.  NAMB's 
version  also  refers  viewers  to  the 
Evangelism  Response  Center,  a  network  of 
volunteer  telephone  encouragers  who  can 
guide  individuals  in  prayer  for  salvation 
and  arrange  for  follow-up  by  a  local 
Soutiiem  Baptist  church. 

The  prominent  use  of  "storytellers" 
prominently  in  tiie  foreground  furmer  pro¬ 


to  be  developed  by  Mars  Hill  and  NAMB, 
alternate  "storytellers"  of  varied  cultures  can 
be  filmed  and  layered  over  the  base  video. 

An  informational  website  for  The  Hope, 
which  will  include  two  video  clips,  will 
active  June  16  at  www.namb.net/thehope. 


First  African  American  history  conference  slated 


PHOENIX  (BP)  —  Two  years  Convention  (SBC)  African 
in  the  planning,  the  inaugural  American  history  is  slated  for 
seminar  on  the  %uthem  Baptist  June  14,  at  Bethesda 

Community 
Church  in  Phoenix. 

The  five-hour 
seminar  dovetails 
with  the  aimual 
meeting  of  the 
African  American 
Fellowship  of  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention  on 
June  15-16,  and  ttw 
SBC's  armual  meet¬ 
ing  June  17-18, 
both  in  Phoenix. 
On  the  seminar's 
agenda:  several  45- 
minute  presenta¬ 
tions  plus  a  dinner. 
Presentations 
include: 

•  Why  African 
Ametjpan  Southern 


Baptist  histo^  matters,  hw  Kevin 
Smith,  a  Im.D.  stud^t  at 
Southern  Seminary  in 
Lkouisville,  Ky.,  and  one  of  the 
program's  co-diaiis. 

•  Fifty  Years  of  Progress  in 
the  African  American  Soutiiem 
Baptist  Community,  presented 
by  Smith. 

•  The  Past,  Present  and  IHiture 
of  Greater  Friendship  Baptist 
Churdi,  the  First  Black  Soutnem 
Baptist  Churdi  in  tiie  21st 
Cmtuiy,  presented  by  the  Aladca 
church's  pastcnr,  Leon  May. 

•  Histo^  of  the  African 
American  Fellowship  of  the 
Soutiiem  Baptist  Convention, 
presented  by  George  McCalep, 
the  fellowship's  current  presi¬ 
dent  and  pastor  of  Greoiforest 
Church  in  E)ecatur,  Ga. 

•  History  of  the  Black 

Southern  Baptist 

Denominational  Servants 


Network,  presented  by  Cotton, 
who  is  the  Dallas/Fort  Worth 
regional  consultant  in  the 
Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Texas'  church  starting  division. 

•  Achieving .  Leadership  in 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  by  E.W.  McCall 
Sr.,  second  vice  president  of  the 
SBC  and  pastor  of  St.  Stephen 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  in 
La  Puente,  Calif. 

•  African  American  Baptist 
Histo^:  Sources  for  Research, 
by  Bill  Sumners,  director  of  the 
SBC  Historical  Library  and 
Archives  in  Nashville. 

The  annual  meetii^  of  the 
Black  Soutiiem  Baptist 
Denominational  Servants 
Network  is  set  for  2:30  p.m.  on 
June  15,  at  Bethesda  Community 
in  Phoenix,  to  be  concluded  with 
an  awards  dinner.  Cost  for  the 
dinner  will  be  $15. 


♦ 


The  Baptist  Recxird 
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